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Beautiful Swan, and the Duke of Norfolk, or Earl of Surrey, the
White Lion.'—scott.
1. 513. Single fight. 'It may easily be supposed, that trial by
single combat, so peculiar to the feudal system, was common on the
Borders. In 1558, the well-known Kirkaldy of Grange fought a
duel with Ralph Evre, brother to the then Lord Evre, in consequence
of a dispute about a prisoner said to have been ill-treated by the
Lord Evre. Pilscottie gives the following account of the affair:—
" The Lord of Iveis his brother provoked William Kircaldy of
Grange to fight with him, in singular combat, on horseback, with
spears; who, keeping the appointment, accompanied with Monsieur
d'Ossel, lieutenant to the French King, and the garrison of Hay-
mouth, and Mr. Ivers, accompanied with the governor and garrison
of Berwick, it was discharged, under the pain of treason, that any man
should come near the champions within a flight-shot, except one man
for either of them, to bear their spears, two trumpets, and two lords
to be judges. When they were in readiness, the trumpets sounded,
the heraulds cried, and the judges let them go. They then en-
countered very fiercely; but Grange struck his spear through his
adversary's shoulder, and bare him off his horse, being sore
wounded: but whether he died, or not, it is uncertain."—P. 202.'—
scott, who quotes also the documents in a Border duel of date
1602 to ' show at how late a period the trial by combat was resorted
to on the Border, as a proof of guilt or innocence.'
1, 570. the jovial harper. ' The person here alluded to, is one
of our ancient Border minstrels, called Rattling Roaring Willie.
This soubriquet was probably derived from his bullying disposition;
being, it would seem, such a roaring boy as is frequently mentioned
in old plays. While drinking at Newmill, upon Tevio£ about five
miles above Hawick, Willie chanced to quarrel with one of his own
profession, who was usually distinguished by the odd name of Sweet
Milk, from a place on Rule Water so called. They retired to a
meadow on the opposite side of the Teviot, to decide the contest
with their swords, and Sweet Milk was killed on the spot. A thorn-
tree marks the scene of the murder, which is still called Sweet Milk
Thorn, Willie was taken and executed at Jedburgh, bequeathing
his name to the beautiful Scotch air called " Rattling Roaring Willie."
Ramsay, who set no value on traditionary lore, published a few
verses of this song in the Tea Tabls Miscellany, carefully sup-
pressing all which had any connexion with the history of the author
and origin of the piece. In this case, however, honest Allan is in

